T-eb.27. 2006 11:58AM Applied Med i cal 1-949-713-8206 



No. 1223 P. 1 



In re application: 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Customer No.: 21378 FEB 2 7 200B 
Docket No.: A-2202-AL 



Hart, et al. 
U.S. Serial No.: 10/612,631 
Filed: July 2, 2003 

For: INTERLOCKING SUTURE CLINCH 



Art Unit: 3731 



Dear Sir/Madam: 




Attached please find the following documents submitted for filing in reference to 
the above-referenced application. 

1. Information Disclosure Statement; 

2. PTO Form SB/08a (1 page); 

3. PTO Form SB/08b (1 page); 

4. Cited Reference (International Search Report and Written 
Opinion); and 

5. Transmittal. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Rosanne Henehan 
Applied Medical Resources 

CUSTOMER NO.: 21378 

Telephone (949) 713-8000 
Facsimile (949)713-8206 
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Feb. 77. 2006 11:59AM Appl ied Medical 1-949-713-8206 



No. 1223 P. 2 



PTO/SB/21 (02-04) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used far all corruspondanCG after Ma/ filing) 


Application Number 


i of infarrnrtton unim it nmm a Ya"tf QMB «fM numte 

10/812,631 Affrjta... A 

^Jfobwh 




Filing Date 






First Named Inventor 


Charles C. Hart ° 




Art Unit 


Ffe« 2 7 2 


Examiner Name 


JaeRson, Gary | 




V Total Number qf Pages In ThlB Submission 1 * 


Attorney Docket Number 


A-2202-AL 



ENCLOSURES (C/wcft a// that apply) 


I I Fee Transmittal Form 

CH fee Attached 
EH Amendment/Reply 

Q After Final 

n Affidavita/declaraeon(s) 

I | Extension of Time Request 

I I Express Abandonment Request 
W I Information Disclosure Statement 
| | Certified Copy of Priority 

| I Response to Missing Parts/ 
I I Incomplete Application 

| I Response to Missing Parts 
I — I under 37 CFR 1.32 or 1.53 


[ ] Drawing(s) 

n Lioenaing-related Papers 

d] Petition 

I - ] Petition to Convert to a 

I— I Provisional Application 

I I Power of Attorney, Revocation 

I — ! Change of Correspondence Address 

I I Terminal Disclaimer 
I, I Request for Refund 
I | CD, Number of CD(s) 


r - 1 After Allowance communication 
I I to Technology Center (TC) 

( I Appeal Communication to Board 
I — ' of Appeals and interferences 
|™n Appeal Communication to TC 
I I (Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

I I Proprietary Information 

I | Status Letter 

rT] Other Enclosure(s) (please 

MA Identify below); 
PTO Form SB/08a: PTO Form SB/08b: Cited 
Reference (International Search Report and 
Written Opinion). 


I RemarKs | 


SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 


Firm 
or 

Individual name 


PATRICK Y. IKEHARA 


Signature 


— 


Date 





CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first dass mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below. 



Typed or printed name 


Roaanne Henehan 


^Signature 




Date 





Ttfs collection of information Is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to obtain or retain a banafit by the public which is to fte (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality ia governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This collection la estimated to 2 hours to complete, Including 
gattttrfnp, preparing, and submitting the completed appf cation form to tha USPTO. Tima will vary depending upon tha individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete thfa form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, Should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

// you need assistance In completing tne form, cafl 1-80Q-PTQ-9 199 and $e/eef Option 2. 
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Feb. 27. 2006 11:59AM Applied Medical 1-949-713-8206 



No. 1223 P. 3 



i 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




In re application of: 



Customer No. 21378 



Hart, et al. 



Serial No. 



10/612,631 



Attorney's Docket: A-2202-AL 



Filed: 



July 2, 2003 



For: INTERLOCKING SUTURE CLINCH ) 
) 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile No.: (703) 872-9306 



Dear Sir/Madam: 

Enclosed please find a copy of PTO/SB/08a and PTO/SB/08b, which lists 
information which may be relevant to the prosecution of the above-captioned application. It is 
requested that this information be considered by the Office. 

This Statement is being submitted under the terms of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). The 
information is being filed before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. Therefore, it is 
believed no fee is due. 

Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), it is understood that filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement does not constitute an admission that the information submitted is material 
to patentability. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, or credit 
any over-payment, to our Deposit Account No. 01-2215. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: February A ^ 2006 



Patrick Y. Ikehara 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 42,681 



Customer No. 21378 
Telephone (949) 713-8000 
Facsimile (949)713-8206 
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No. 1223 P. 4 



Under the Paj>cjwcfiLReduclon_ Act_oLt995. no. 



PTO/SB/OSA (07-05) 

Approved for use through ovauzooe. OMB oesi-airai 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are recuircd to respond to a coJIecgon of Infamaaon unless ft contains a valid OMB control number, 



Substituted form 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use w mzny sheets es necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/612,631 



July 2. 2003 



Charles C. Hart 



3731 

Jackson, Gary 



Aitomay Docket Number 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 


Cite 
NO. 1 


Document Number 

Mrimhor-KinH Cnda 2 C'* rwr J 

I NUi J 1JW AJI I (J uUtitl 


Publi cation Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cried Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 






us " 5,376,101 


12-27-1994 


Green et al. 








us_ 5,282,832 


02-01-1994 


Toso et al. 








US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN 


PATfNT.P.QPU 


ME NTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Pubscaton 

Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name oi Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 5 


Country cads 3 "Number 4 "Kind Coda 5 {if Aw&vm) 



















































































" Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of mis form witft next communication to appficanL 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 7 See Kinds codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usnto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3L For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of tne Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document "Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as irKficeted on the document ureter WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant ia to place a check mark here rf English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {end by the 
USPTQ to process) an application, Confidentiality la governed by s$ U-S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
inducing gathering, preparing, and submitting the Completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete thla form and/or auggeetlona for reducing thta taurden, should be sent to the CWef information Officer, US, Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Bo* 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO; Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223134450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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No. 1 223 P. 5 



PTO/S9/03B (06-03) 
Approved for use through 07731/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademar* Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
UrtdWtNt Paperwork RaduCtion Ad of 1895. no persons are recurred to respond to a collection of information unless it contain s a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 144APTO 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/612,631 



July 2, 2003 



Charles C, Hart 



3731 



Jackson, Gary 



Shsat 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



A-2202-AL 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS ! 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cit* 
No. 1 


Indud© name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, Journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 






INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY, International Search Report 
and Written Opinion, for PCT/US04/12484, mailed February 3, 2006. 











































































Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





"EXAMINER: initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is ft cortfcfittartc* with MP EP 609. Drew fine through citation if not in conftxmanca and not 
consrfBfad. Include copy of this form with next romnuiiicflfion to applicant 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark hem if English language Translation is attached. 
This coilerion of information ta required by 37 CFR 1.&8. The informabon la required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which l» to file (and by the U3PTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.3.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated totaka 2 hours to complete, inducing 
gathering, pieparmg, and submitting the uO uiu fatuU application form to the USPTO. Tana wiH vary depending upon the Individual case, Any oommenta on the 
amount of time you require to cornpJete this form and/or suggestions far reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and 
TracrtmarX Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1460. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 

Commissioner for Patents, P,0< Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1430. 



ft you need assistance in completing the form, can 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800*786-9199) and select option 2. 
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